
 

 

 

 

CSA Registration & Member Agreement 
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Thank you for choosing Bluestem Farm’s CSA program! This membership 
agreement outlines a shared commitment between us, the farmers, and you, 
the member. We understand that you wish to receive a portion of our 
harvest, and we want to provide you with fresh, local, seasonal food. 
 

 
The Basics 
Our flexible, build-your-own model allows you to choose the share that fits your needs. Bluestem 
Farm’s high season CSA program runs for 20 weeks, from the week of June 15th through the last 
week of October, 2015. Members pick up shares of our freshly harvested vegetables, eggs, and/or 
meat at the farm or at an off-farm delivery site. This year, we are also making honey from a nearby 
farm available to our members. The list below outlines what you can expect to receive each week 
based on the plan you’ve chosen.  
 

Each week you can expect to receive…  
 Members with a regular vegetable share will receive 8-14 types of vegetables each week 

depending on season.   

 Members with a small vegetable share will receive 6-10 types of vegetables each week.  

 Members with an every-other-week share will receive a small vegetable share every other 
week.  

 Members with a regular pork share will receive about 40 lbs. of pork (about eight pounds per 
month) over the 20 weeks of the share. Pork is distributed once a month. Please be aware that 
we may ask for some flexibility with pickup dates, since some aspects of scheduling are beyond 
our control. 

 Members with a small pork share will receive about 20 lbs. of pork (about four pounds per 
month) over the 20 weeks of the share. Please be aware that we may ask for some flexibility 
with pickup dates, since some aspects of scheduling are beyond our control. 

 Members with a regular chicken share will receive 16 chickens, or four per month, over the 16 
weeks of the share. Please note that because of the logistics of the growing season, the 
duration of chicken shares is a month shorter than the general CSA program. Chicken shares 
begin in mid-July, NOT in mid-June. The chickens will come to you frozen, whole, and vacuum-
sealed. (And plucked and cleaned!) Chicken is typically distributed once a month. Please be 
aware we may ask for some flexibility with pickup dates, since some aspects of scheduling are 
beyond our control. 
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 Members with a small chicken share will receive at least 8 chickens, or two per month over 
the 16 weeks of the share. Please note that because of the logistics of the growing season, the 
duration of chicken shares is a month shorter than the general CSA program. Chicken shares 
begin in mid-July, NOT in mid-June. The chickens will come to you frozen, whole, and vacuum-
sealed. (And plucked and cleaned!) Chicken is typically distributed once a month. Please be 
aware we may ask for some flexibility with pickup dates, since some aspects of scheduling are 
beyond our control. 

 Members with egg shares will receive one dozen eggs per week. If you have a vegetable share 
that you pick up every-other week, you are welcome to pick up two dozen eggs every-other 
week, along with your vegetables.  

 Small egg shares receive a dozen eggs every-other week. 

 Regular honey shares will receive four 20 oz. jars of raw honey over the 16 weeks of the share. 
Please note that because of the logistics of the growing season, the duration of honey shares is 
a month shorter than the general CSA program. Honey shares begin in mid-July, NOT in mid-
June. Honey will come to you once a month, starting in July. The honey was produced not at 
Bluestem Farm, but by our friends at Bear Creek Organic Farm in Petoskey.  

 Small honey shares will receive four 12 oz. jars of raw honey over the 16 weeks of the share. 
Please note that because of the logistics of the growing season, the duration of honey shares is 
a month shorter than the general CSA program. Honey shares begin in mid-July, NOT in mid-
June. Honey will come to you once a month, starting in July. The honey was produced not at 
Bluestem Farm, but by our friends at Bear Creek Organic Farm in Petoskey. 

 
Cost Breakdown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* If you will be paying in installments, the deposit amount will be the full cost divided by 4.  

 
 

Share Types Full Cost * 
Regular Vegetable $540 
Small Vegetable $400 
Every-Other-Week Vegetable $240 
Regular Pork $280 
Small Pork $140 
Regular Chicken $288 
Small Chicken $144 
Egg $70 
Small Egg $35 
Regular Honey $56.50 
Small Honey $38 
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Our Growing Practices 
The vegetables, fields, pastures, and woods of Bluestem Farm are certified organic. We grow our 
vegetables without the use of pesticides or synthetic fertilizers. To the greatest extent possible, we 
conserve and recycle our resources, relying heavily on farm-made compost and cover crops. We test 
our soils annually and import minerals to balance our soils. The goal is to grow nutrient-dense food. 
This is a lifelong venture. 

To the fullest extent possible, our animals are pasture-raised. This means they are allowed 
continuous access to the outdoors and rotated to fresh pasture during the months of the year this is 
feasible. However, some of our animals, namely pigs and chickens, need a balanced diet that relies 
on grains to support their health and growth. We go out of our way to provide feed which is not 
genetically modified (or non-GMO). Our animals are never given growth hormones. We treat 
animals like ourselves, and would give antibiotics only in the case of a true medical emergency, 
never to boost growth or to temper the effects of confinement. For more information about our 
production methods, please ask.  

 
Typical Vegetable Availability 

We promise to do our utmost to provide you with a bountiful share each week. The quantity and 
variety of produce may vary over time due to extreme weather, insects or other production factors; 
however, one of the benefits of a diversified farm is that in the event of a failure of a particular crop, 
other similar crops can be used in its place. 
 
Our CSA is our first priority. In addition to our CSA, our farm also sells at farmers markets and 
grocery stores. We fill our CSA members’ shares with the week’s harvest first, and then the 
remainder is sold to other markets. A benefit of becoming a member of our farm is that we make 
vegetables available to our CSA which we don’t sell at all to the general public.  

 

Refund Policy 
We know that joining a CSA is a big commitment, and we want you to be completely satisfied with 
your experience at our farm. If you find you have a problem of any kind, we hope you will come to 
us right away so we can fix it or provide an explanation.  
 
Before you sign up for our CSA, we ask that you genuinely consider your ability to fully participate in 
this program. If you feel hesitant in any way, or have doubts or concerns we have not addressed for 
you, we welcome your questions. We are more than happy to clarify uncertainties or explain our 
reasons for doing things the way we do.  
 
We also understand that unforeseen circumstances are a part of life, and aim to be as reasonable 
and understanding as possible if you find you can no longer continue with your share for reasons 
beyond your control. If you do need to leave our program, we will do our best to refund the balance 
of your share, but please understand that our budget is tight. If no one is on the waiting list who can 
take your place right away, it may take us a little while to get the balance of your money back to 
you.  
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Share Pick-ups 
You are responsible for observing our pick-up rules, which are as follows: 
1. Please pick up your share within the timeframe stated. We bring fresh produce to you at the 

farm and off-farm distribution sites, but it will decline in quality quickly if not picked up in a 
reasonable timeframe. For the sake of vegetable quality, it is best to pick up shares early and 
refrigerate them as soon as possible.  
 
Pick-up times and locations are below:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2. If you cannot pick-up your share, there are a couple of ways we can get you the food.  
a. It often works out best to have someone else pick up your share for you. If you choose 

this option, you are responsible for explaining the pick-up location and procedures; 
however we will do our best to help.  

b. If you would like to double-up a share before or after a missed pick-up, we need you to 
notify us at least a week before the changed pick-up. For example, if you’re going away 
for a vacation on July 25th and want to double-up on July 18th, we will need to be 
informed in writing by July 11th. It is extremely helpful to us if you can send us a 
reminder email a day or two before your intended switch as well.  

3. During the winter CSA session we have the ability to be a little more flexible, but in the summer 
we harvest fresh to order. Much of the food in an unclaimed share is no longer usable. For this 
reason, if you are absent from a pick-up and we have not heard from you at least 24 hours 
before the scheduled pick-up about alternate arrangements, we reserve the right to donate, 
sell, or compost unclaimed shares.  

4. Your share will come to you in a waxed box. These boxes are expensive but durable if treated 
with care. Waxed boxes must be returned to us for reuse each time you come to pick up a 
new week’s share. If it becomes an issue for your household to return the waxed boxes in 
reasonable condition, we may need to charge you a $2 box fee per pickup for new boxes.  

5. We take the safety of your food seriously. We use certified meat processing facilities and 
freezers. We test our water for contamination. We use safe postharvest handling practices, 
storing vegetables at their recommended temperature and humidity levels. We rinse 
vegetables as needed, but for your added protection we recommend washing all produce 
before eating, and putting frozen meat in the freezer as soon as possible. 

 

Share Pick-up Locations 

Town Day Location Hours 

Petoskey Monday  Grain Train 5:30 – 6pm 

Bellaire Tuesday Cottage Floral 6 – 6:30pm 

Gaylord Wednesday Jojo’s 5 – 5:30pm 

East Jordan Thursday Bluestem Farm  4 – 7pm 

Boyne City Saturday Boyne Farmers Market  8am – noon 
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Communications 
The best way to communicate with us is via email. Our email address is  
bluestemfarmers@gmail.com. We will do our best to respond as soon as possible, but please 
understand that we spend most of our time farming and not in the office.  
 
When you sign up, you will be added to our weekly email list. We rely on these farm emails to 
communicate important information such as share logistics, the vegetables in your share, 
recipe ideas, and to invite you to on-farm events. Users of Gmail and some other programs 
sometimes find that farm emails are routed to a minor folder that makes them hard to find. 
We’re happy to assist if you need any help with this.  

 
Payment  

It is helpful to us if you’re able to pay the full membership fee up front. Many of the yearly 
operating costs of a farm occur in the spring and early summer when farm cash flows are at 
their lowest. However, we understand this is a lot to ask. If you are not able to pay the 
membership fee in full, please enclose your check for ¼ the total amount along with the signed 
agreement form. Your final 3 payments will be due on or before the week of June 15th, in the 
first week of August, and in the first week of September.  

 

Completing Your Registration 
If you have read and agree with the terms in this member agreement, please go to the CSA 
page of our website and complete step 2 through the orange button marked: 

 
 
 

You can also access the online sign-up form here. Your registration and an acknowledgement of 
the terms of this agreement will be recorded electronically.  
 
This year, we are able to accept credit card payments via PayPal. Online payments will be 
charged an additional 3.5% processing fee. If you would like to make a payment online, please 
indicate this in step 2. We will send you an invoice over email, and will confirm your spot in the 
CSA program once your online payment or paper check has been received. 
 
If you have any problems at all with this process, we are more than happy to help.  

 Bluestem Farm  
4218 M-32 (at Adams) • East Jordan, MI 49727  
(231) 459-8968 • bluestemfarmers@gmail.com  

www.bluestemfarm.net 
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